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WHAT’S ON THE LINE? 

The Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Com-
mission reported that 
767,079 fishing li-
censes were sold in 
the state between De-
cember 2023 and De-
cember 2024. Most of 
those three-quarters 
of a million licensed 
anglers stock their 
tackle box with the 
cheapest and easiest-
to-use line: monofila-
ment. This line, which 
has been used since 
the 1930s, is made 
from a single piece of 
synthetic nylon 
stretched into a long 
tube. It is often rec-
ommended to begin-

ners because of its low cost, but the single-stranded com-
position means that it breaks more easily than expensive 
fishing line. Despite monofilament being recyclable and 
simple to discard responsibly, fishermen often leave it be-
hind in the environment where it can take up to 600 years 
to degrade.  

During those decades and centuries of degradation, the 
line poses a very real threat to animals who make their 
homes in and around our rivers and lakes, especially wa-
terfowl. Forgotten line can be found dangling from trees, 
tangled up in grass along the shore, or snagged on under-
water debris. Because it is designed to be nearly invisible 
in water (the better to catch those unsuspecting fish), it is 
impossible for ducks and geese to avoid. They encounter 
the forgotten strands of monofilament and other types of 
line while eating, building their nests, swimming, or simply 
waddling around their habitat.   

Sometimes sharp hooks and lead sinkers remain attached 
to the forgotten line, which pose additional health threats 
to waterfowl and other wildlife. Hooks can become lodged 
in the bills or throats of birds, leading to infection and po-
tentially starvation if the injury and associated pain prevent 
eating. Lead sinkers can poison fish, waterfowl, and even 
raptors like Bald Eagles, who ingest deadly amounts of the 
heavy metal by feeding on lead-filled prey. Some states 
and National Parks have banned the use of lead fishing 
tackle to protect wildlife, but it remains legal in Pennsylva-
nia.  

Injuries from fishing line and associated tackle cause slow 
and painful deaths for our wildlife, with waterfowl being dis-
proportionately affected. Starvation occurs over a period of 
days or weeks if the line or tackle has severely injured the 
bill, throat, neck, or internal organs. The combination of 
laceration and constriction from line wrapped around a 
limb leads to infection and limited circulation, sometimes 
ending in the loss of an entire toe, foot, or leg that has be-
come necrotic through an agonizing process of tissue 
death. Young ducklings and goslings lose their lives to pre-
dation, temperature dysregulation, or starvation because 
the fishing line hobbles them, preventing them from keep-
ing up with their mother and siblings in water or on land.   
Safe capture and timely treatment of waterfowl with visible 
fishing line injuries can be challenging because the birds 
are often still flighted and able to swim. Frustratingly, cap-
ture is most successful when damage from the fishing line 

has progressed so far that the bird is weakened by nutri-
tional deficiency or no longer able to bear any weight on 
their injured legs. Once admitted, treatment plans often re-
quire repeated invasive procedures to clear away dead tis-
sue and wrap the affected area, repeated administration of 
systemic and topical antibiotics to prevent or cure infec-
tion, and extended periods of physical therapy to improve 
range of motion and strength in affected limbs. Even with 
stress-mitigating policies in place, this prolonged exposure 
to repeated stressors that are unavoidably necessary for 
recovery can ultimately negatively impact the outcomes for 
our patients.   

We experienced the harsh realities of fishing line injuries 
firsthand throughout this spring and summer at Wildlife 
Works, Inc. We admitted goslings who had fishing line 
wrapped so tightly around their growing legs that they ex-
perienced permanent nerve damage, infection, and some-
times death. We performed the service of respectful eutha-
nasia for an adult Canada goose who had fishing line 
wrapped around his leg for so long that soft tissue started 
to grow over the line even as his foot rotted away to the 
bone from lack of blood flow. We carefully removed a fish-
ing hook, complete with line and lead sinkers, from a mal-
lard duckling’s neck and provided treatment until the 
wound closed and he could be released. When captured, 
he was trailing behind his family because his little legs 
couldn’t paddle fast enough to keep up with the added 
lead weight holding him down. We treated an adult Cana-
da goose who had lost all of his toes and webbing on one 
foot from fishing line injuries, but learned to walk safely on 
a small stub of a foot. We admitted two Phoebe nestlings 
entangled in fishing line that their parents had used to 
build their nest. They were found dangling upside-down 
from the nest, held up by strands of fishing line wrapped 
around their fragile legs.  

Like many of the problems we see at Wildlife Works, the 
injuries and deaths caused by fishing line are preventable. 
Fishing line should be properly discarded in bins labeled 
for that purpose or in trash cans. If a public park or recrea-
tion area does not have appropriate places for line dispos-
al, contact park administrators to request that they be in-
stalled. You can share your knowledge of the dangers of 
fishing line with the fishermen in your family and friend 
group, motivating them to take more responsibility for bro-
ken line. Every effort should be made to retrieve line that 
has become snagged underwater, in vegetation, or in trees 
so it does not become a danger for wildlife. And when fish-
ing or simply enjoying time around a river or lake, look 
down and pick up any line that you see. You might be sur-
prised by just how much is out there and how many lives 
this simple act will save.  
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 Drive cautiously
watching for deer and
other critters that may
be darting across the
roads. The riskiest
times of day are two
hours after sunrise
and two hours after
sunset. For deer, the
riskiest time of year is
Oct. through Dec.

 Consider building a brush pile in your
backyard. Even in a small yard a
brush pile can provide shelter and
foraging sites for birds and other
critters year round.

 During fall clean-up time, try to leave
some leaves under shrubs or in other
spots where they won't cover your
lawn grass and where birds can find
them. Leaf litter makes a great spot
where birds such as towhees, spar-
rows, and others can forage for in-
sects, seeds, and other foods.

 Take time now to clean and sterilize
your bird feeders. House finch con-
junctivitis (a contagious, bacterial
infection that primarily affects finch-
es) is on the rise this time of year.
Bird feeders should be immersed
and scrubbed with a solution of 9
parts water to 1 part chlorine bleach
to eradicate any disease organisms.

 Clean feeders every couple of
weeks.

 Spend a little extra money on higher
quality bird seed. The “bargain”
brands usually contain large 
amounts of seed most native birds 
will not eat. Better quality seed 
means more nutrition and less 
waste. Black oil sunflower seed pro-
vides the most calories for winter-
feeding birds. 

 If birds of prey are decimating your
bird feeder population, move your
feeders  and bird baths to denser
cover. Consider feeding early morn-
ing or early evening when hawks are
less active.

 Consider dedicating a feed station
for squirrels, to help keep them off
your bird feeders. Squirrels favor ear
corn, peanuts, and sunflower seeds.

 Landscape with plants that provide
winter forage for wildlife such as ser-
vice berry and mountain ash.

 Leave perennials untrimmed until
spring. The seeds sustain songbirds
during the winter and the plant skele-
tons provide shelter.

 Consider buying a heated bird bath.
Water is just as crucial as food in the
winter months. There are many solar
heated bird baths to choose from.

Fall & Winter Wildlife Tips 

Internet Photo 

You may have noticed that this newsletter is a little late. We are doing our best in 
the wake of the retirement of our longtime newsletter editor, Sue Wiseman, who 
did a remarkable job for us over many years. She deserves our sincere thanks. 
Things may therefore look a little different as we work towards a new permanent 
editor. One thing you won’t see this year is our separately mailed holiday appeal. There is 
not enough time for us to generate a second publication by year end. That’s why we are tak-
ing this opportunity to reach out to all of our friends to ask, if your budget allows, to remem-
ber Wildlife Works this holiday season. If you have recently donated, please disregard this 

appeal, and accept our sincere thanks for your support. We’d like to wish all of our 
families, friends and members of our communities a very merry holiday season 

and a blessed Happy New Year filled with love, laughter and good health! 

Priced right, just in time for Christmas, they make 
great stocking stuffers. Pick up one for that hard-to-
shop-for person on your list, and one for yourself. 

Hats can be ordered through the office by phone or 
email (not on our Facebook page, please).   

Pre-ordered hats can be picked up at the office for 
$12 each.   

We also offer shipping by USPS for prepaid orders. 

Within PA, add $8 for 1 hat; add $1.00 per additional 
hat. For out-of-state shipping, please call the office. 

WILDLIFE WORKS KNITTED HATS ARE HERE!  
Embroidered with a patch featuring our full color logo 
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Wildlife-Works-Inc 

WWI’s Mission is to rehabilitate injured, ill and orphaned 
wildlife and educate the public on how to better co-exist with 
wildlife. WWI primarily serves Westmoreland County but al-
so accepts select patients from surrounding counties.  

Facility - WWI operates from the Youngwood home-based 
facility of Beth Shoaf and several satellites in Westmoreland 
County.  

Volunteers - There are 40-50 WWI volunteers, the majori-
ty of whom are animal care volunteers. Animal care volun-
teers are active every day of the year. In peak baby season, 
volunteers contribute approximately 50 hours daily!!!!  

Additionally, the volunteer base includes several 
veterinarians and other professionals greatly adding to the 
high level of professionalism of WWI. In addition to caring 
for animals and educating the public, volunteers also raise a 
significant portion of the budget through events, sales, solici-
tations and program income. Without the dedication of these 
individuals, WWI would not exist.  

Staff - There are currently five part-time paid positions at 
WWI: an office manager, two animal care technicians,  one 
senior rehabilitator, and a grounds-keeper. These positions 
provide essential support for year-round uninterrupted oper-
ations.  

Licensed Rehabilitators - WWI currently has one rehabilita-
tor licensed by the PA Game Commission and the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service: Senior Rehabilitator, Beth Shoaf.  

Admission Hours - Are by appointment only and are de-
pendent upon the availability of staff. The office is open 
10AM - 3PM Monday through Friday. Please leave a mes-
sage during off hours. Your call will be returned as soon as 
possible.  

Notice of Non-profit Status: WWI is a registered 501(c)
3 non-profit. The official registration and financial info of 
WWI may be obtained from the PA Department of State at 
800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

All photos within are Wildlife Works photos taken by WWI volunteers of rehabbed wildlings unless otherwise noted. 

In memory of our friend and volunteer, Zac Haras. Zac was a 

talented artist with a unique style that incorporated everyday 

items into his works. He posed here with a portrait he did of our 

beloved kestrel ambassador, Napoleon.  They are both missed. 




